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19th Anniversary Issue
It is with sadness I write this anniversary newsletter. David Heydt, LIFE's founder in 1997, and his wife
Jeanette passed away within weeks of each other earlier this year.
After retiring from LIFE David became a volunteer Chaplain with The Villages Hospital. No one was
surprised he took another opportunity for continued service and care. David is one of the finest men I have
had the privilege of knowing. He told me before he retired he wasn't ready for it but knew it was best for the organization he
poured himself into for so many years.
Jeanette, with her sunny disposition was the perfect helpmate for David. They will both be remembered fondly by all who
knew them. And they will be missed.
Before moving forward let's look back. We've had a wonderful year with more great trips, luncheons, door prizes and entertainment. And in case you're worried because you haven't received the History of Leesburg as a door prize I still have a few
(boxes) left. We also had our first Nature Hike a little more than a year ago at Flat Island Nature Preserve. Since then, I have
renamed our strolls as If-Hikes.
Plans are also underway for Derby Day during our August luncheon, replacing the Summer Spectacle by removing bingo
and turning the Leesburg Community Building into the Kentucky Derby, without the Mint Juleps
Looking ahead, we continue to plan the same popular trips and entertaining luncheons. We've also added new things in
addition to the hikes. We even had breakfast for lunch, though I don't think we'll do it again. I heard many good things but
also from those who'd rather have lunch. So, we'll keep the luncheon fare more traditional. As always, Miss Debbie and her
crew continue to serve us so well.
Barbara with Life's A Trip Tours continues looking for new venues and remembers our popular favorites. Her new bus has
also been a huge hit and made the trips even more pleasant.
Here's to another great year as we enter our 20th year of LIFE.
Blessings and Peace,

Rick Reed

TRIPS

I

Thursday,

April 28 -- Life s a Trip -- $75.00
WILLOW TREE CAFE

Visit quaint Downtown Sanford, with its historic architecture,
fabulous antique shops and interesting art galleries! Learn of
Sanford's rich history while stroll through town and shopping
at many of its unique retail spots. After getting acquainted
with downtown, meet for dinner and live entertainment at
Hollerbach's Willow Tree Cafe. People travel from all around
Central Florida to enjoy the Cafe's authentic German food and
fun atmosphere! Dinner will be served family style while you
listen to an authentic German band performing German songs
with folk instruments and Gemutlichkeit (good cheer).
Activity level = Moderate
Ist pick up: Leesburg (corner of Main and Lee, behind law
office) at 2:30 p.m.
2nd pick up: Tavares Twistee Treat at 3:00 p.m.
Return around 8:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 19 -- Life s a Trip -- $79.00
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCHIYBOR

CITY

Friday, July 29 -- Life s a Trip -- $84.00
STARLITE SAPPHIRE CRUISE-HISTORYOF
BROADWAY
Depart from St. Petersburg harbor for a leisurely cruise along
Florida's beautiful waters aboard the StarLite Sapphire, a
115 foot sleek, modern styled vessel, comfortable seating and
surrounded by large picture windows. Experience the History
of Broadway! This musical and theatrical show features hits
from shows like Porgy and Bess, The King and J, Brigadoon,
Cats, Phantom of the Opera and Beauty and the Beast.
Enjoy a complete sit-down luncheon with an individual choice
of six entrees prepared on board and served at your table.
Lunch choices are as follows: Chef's Selection Fresh from the
Wharf; Chicken Cordon Bleu; Beef Burgundy; Shrimp Creole;
Vegetarian Harvest of Fresh Seasonal Vegetables; or Chicken
Caesar Salad. All entrees except the Grilled Chicken Salad
served with green salad and fresh bread.
Activity level Low
1st pick up: Tavares Twistee Treat at 8:30 a.m.
2nd pick up: Leesburg (corner of Main and Lee, behind law
office) at 9:00 a.m.
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Return around 4:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Tour the magnificent Sacred Heart Catholic Church. View its
rich vibrant colors and tranquil beauty, with seventeen stained
glass windows featuring various Biblical scenes, an altar
made of Carrara marble, porcelain, petal-shaped floor tiles,
and solid oak entry doors and pews. Opened in 1905, this
impressive structure with its 135~foot dome is an outstanding example of Romanesque architecture. Lunch location to
be announced. Then take a guided tour of the Ybor City State
Museum and finish the day with a short tour at La Segunda
Central Bakery; the premier Cuban bread bakery in the Tampa
Bay area since 1915.
Activity level = Moderate
Ist pick up: Tavares Twistee Treat at 8:30 a.m.
2nd pick up: Leesburg (corner of Main and Lee, behind law
office) at 9:00 a.m.
Return around 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 11 -- Life s a Trip -- $88.00
WINTER PARK PLAYHOUSE-The
Fantasticks
This Off-Broadway hit was the longest running musical in history. The Fantasticks tells the story of a boy, a girl, two fathers
and a love that grows with every season. Written by Tom
Jones & Harvey Schmidt, this musical features the well-loved
songs, "Try to Remember," "They Were You, " and "Soon It s
Gonna Rain. " Enjoy a delicious family style lunch at Buca di
Beppo prior to the show. Lunch includes salad, spaghetti with
marina, fettuccine alfredo and chicken parmigiana. Plus, nonalcoholic beverage and Buca cookie for dessert.
Activity level Low
Ist pick up: Leesburg (corner of Main and Lee, behind law
office) at 10:00 a.m.
2nd pick up: Tavares Twistee Treat at 10:30 a.m.
Return around 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
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To make day trip reservations, please contact Rick
Reed at 352-787-0403.
Payment is due at time of reservation. Please
make checks paYQbJejCLLif~.:.s.
A-ll"ip TouCLand ~
mail to. Life's a Trip Tours • PO Box 590066 •
Orlando, FL 32859-0066 • Tel 407-855-9732
Deadline for cancellation with a refund is 30 days
prior to the trip.

U-DRIVE TRIPS
June 19 - Sunday - 2 p.m. -- U-DRIVE - $15.00
YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN
Bay Street Theatre, Eustis
Grandson of the infamous Victor Frankenstein, Frederick
Frankenstein inherits his family's estate in Transylvania. With
the help of a hunchbacked side-kick, Igor, and leggy lab
assistant Inga, Frederick finds himself in the mad scientist
shoes of his ancestors. "It s alive!" he exclaims as he brings to
life a creature to rival his grandfather's. Eventually, of course,
the monster escapes and hilarity continuously abounds. You
save $6 by coming with LIFE. Lunch (not included in the
price) will be noon at Oakwood Smokehouse, 2911 David
Walker Drive, Eustis, off US Highway 441 at the Eustis Village Plaza. Turn north at the light at David Walker Drive (441
and David Walker), where tickets will be distributed. Payment due with reservation.
Make checks for UiDrive trips out to LIFE.
Please contact Rick @ 352-787-0403 or email him at
ricoh007@aol.com. Mail UiDrive checks to LIFE, 1116 W
Main Street, Leesburg, FL 34748.

LUNCHEONS
***

Luncheons are $10,$11 ***
Entertainment subject to change
Please call 787-0403 to RSVP or for more information.
APRIL

U-HIKES

th

19 ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON - Combined
April 14 - Thursday -11:30 a.m. - $10
Leesburg Community Center - 109 East Dixie Ave., Leesburg
Come and celebrate Life's 19th anniversary with us at the Leesburg Community Center in beautiful Venetian Gardens. After a
delicious buffet-style Anniversary lunch, the talented Leesburg
High School Madrigals, one of Lake County's best group of
singers, will entertain us with songs sure to delight.
MAY
May 12 - Thursday - 11:30 a.m. - $10
Leesburg Community Center - 109 East Dixie Ave., Leesburg
After a fine buffet-style meal we will entertained by Jerry
Peacock, a Sons of Confederate and Civil War re-enactor and
drummer who serves with Veterans Camp #741, 8th Florida
Brigade, Florida Division as a drummer and musician. He
will share some very interesting and accurate history in a most
enjoyable, entertaining and educational way.
May 18 - Wednesday -11:30 a.m. - $11
LAKE TECH - 2001 Kurt Street, Eustis
(About a mile north of US Highway 441 on Kurt Street)
Our lunch, prepared by Lake Tech's excellent Culinary Arts
Program, is sure to please. But you'll want to stick around for
our program, one of Lake County's fine Dulcimer groups, featuring Hank Link and his banjo. So be ready for a fun time.
JUNE

To make a reservation please contact Rick
0403
or email himatricoh007@aol.com.

@ 352-787-

April 21 - Thursday - 10 a.m. - Free
Hiking Wolf Branch Sink Nature Preserve - Mount
Dora
Our LIFE U-hikes continue with a walk around one of
Lake County's most environmentally sensitive hydrological areas, including the sights and sounds of a rushing
waterfall at Wolf Branch Sink Preserve, if the water is
flowing. This will be our last hike until cooler weather in
the fall.
We'll learn more about this small waterfall, the 154-acre
property and its large sinkhole, which collects stormwater
runoff from a five-square-mile drainage basin and provides direct recharge to the underground aquifer. Through
acquisition of the land surrounding the sinkhole, the Lake
County Water Authority now provides a protective buffer
around this unique geological feature, and reduces the
chance of pollutants reaching an important underground
source of public drinking water.
This preserve is closed to the public except a few times
each year when the public is invited to visit the waterfall,
a "seasonal phenomenon." We will also take a leisurely
stroll around a % mile looping trail escorted by a LCW A
staffer.

June 9 - Thursday -11:30 a.m. - $10
Leesburg Community Center - 109 East Dixie Ave., Leesburg

Directions: Wolf Branch Sink is at the end of Robie Av-

After a delicious buffet-style lunch, enjoy our program, Lake
County's Dulcimer Players, back once again to delight us with
their special brand of Americana music. It'll be a great funfilled show.

enue, on the east side of U.S. Highway 441 from Mount
Dora city limits, a little south of the railroad bridge.
Remain on Robie as it becomes a dirt road, then follow it
through a gateway turning left to the sinkhole.

June 15 - Wednesday - 11:30 a.m. - $11
Osprey Lodge -1761 Nightingale Lane in Tavares
(In back of medical plaza across US Highway 441
from Waterman Hospital)
After a fine lunch prepared by the chefs of Osprey Lodge we
will be entertained by DJ Bob Fowler, who will get you stomping your feed, clapping your hands and singing along as he
serenades us with many popular oldies but goodies.

Lunch after at Vincent's Italian Restaurant, south from
Robie Avenue to 5914 N. Orange Blossom Trail (US
Hwy 441) Mount Dora, on the west side of highway.

Lighter Side

Q. Why do you never see elephants hiding in trees?
A. Because they're really good at it.

Thoughts
fOR YOUR DAY

for the widowed
___ J

.L_, __ L

•.

••It is spring again. The earth is like a child that knows
poems by heart."
Rainer Maria Rilke
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EXTENDED TRIPS
Door County, Wisconsin
July 9 - 16, 2016
$1,299 per person double occupancy, $1,799 per person
single occupancy
Spain & Portugal
September 7 - 20, 2016
$4,499 per person double occupancy, $5,299 per person
single occupancy
Oktoberfest in Helen, GA
October 3 - 6, 2016
$629 per person double occupancy, $859 per person
single occupancy
Branson, MO
November 1 - 8, 2016
$1,559 per person double occupancy, $1,999 per person
single occupancy

LIFE Mission

Statement
"The goal of the LIFE Program is to create an environment
ofcomfort and support for those who have experienced the loss
of a spouse. By helping members redirect their grief to more
positive avenues, the program instills a sense of self-confidence
and purpose to those who may otherwise befteling lost and
alone. LIFE provides opportunities for enhancing the quality
of life by encouraging members to learn, share, and reach out
to one another."

Let us remember the businesses that
support LIFE:
Claudias Pearl Florist in Mount Dora, 735-0012
Miss Daisy Flower & Gifts in Leesburg 787-6806
Beyers Funeral Homes in Lake and Sumter Counties

To make extended trip reservations please call 407855-9732 or email Barbara@lifes-a-triptours.com.
Visit Life's a Trip Tours on the web at www.lifes-atriptours.com. Life's a Trip Tours' PO Box 590066 •
Orlando, FL 32859-0066 . Tel 407-855-9732

GRACIOUSLY FUNDED BY BEYERS FUNERAL
HOME AND CREMATORY
Licensed Funeral Directors
Locally Owned & Operated
Leesburg. Lady Lake. Umatilla. Astor. Purcell Bushnell

